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PR MARKS 

These Remarks are in response to the Office action mailed September 
22, 2006. Applicant appreciates Examiner's careful review of the present 
application. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 102 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Thomas et al. (US Patent 6,301 ,574, hereinafter referred to as 'Thomas''). 

In response to this rejection, applicant respectfully traverses and 
submits that the pending claim is patentable under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) over 

Thomas. 

Claim 9 recites in part: 

•an inventory management system for providing outsourcing goods 
receipt records for setting up a performance record for a supplier 
and current inventory records for determining a purchasing 
amount of each outsourcing transaction', and 
an accounting management system for providing outsourcing 
accounts carrying forward records and outsourcing accounts 
information for illustrating accounting balances of outsourcing 
transactions'. 

Applicant submits that Thomas does not disclose or otherwise teach the 
invention having the above-described features, as set forth in claim 9. 

Thomas does disclose a bid information report that provides a suitable 
form to convey bid information from contractors to an outsourcing 
company, the bid information including cost estimate, time estimate, 
bidding contractor's name, and bidding contractor's contact details (col. 8, 
lines 22-26). It is apparent that the cost estimate included in the bid 
information report shows the cost of outsourcing goods (see reference 
numbers 2550 and 2590). However, Thomas fails to disclose the features 
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of determining a purchasing amount of each outsourcing transaction. 
This claimed feature can be found in paragraph [0016] on page 5 of the 
present specification as originally filed. The bid information report does 
not mark records or implicitly indicate the purchasing amount that is 
determined through a computing operation according to a performance 
record of a contractor and current inventory records, and only shows 
normal bid information provided by a contractor. 

Thomas also discloses a bid template that may be utilized to provide 
the outsourcing information submitted by an outsourcing company to each 
contractor meeting the search criteria of the outsourcing company (col. 7, 
line 67-col, 8, lines 1-4). It is apparent that the cost estimate included in 
the bid template shows the cost of outsourcing goods (see reference 
numbers 2550 and 2590). However, Thomas fails to disclose the feature 
of illustrating accounting balances of outsourcing transactions. This 
claimed feature can be found in paragraph [0016] on page 5 of the present 
specification as originally filed The bid template of Thomas does not 
mark records or implicitly indicate that accounting balances are illustrated 
through a comparing operation according to outsourcing accounts carrying 
forward records and other outsourcing accounts information. Rather, the 
bid template is merely configured for an outsourcing company to provide 
normal bid information corresponding to an outsourcing transaction. 

In summary, Thomas discloses a system for communicating business 
information between an outsourcing company and a contractor. However, 
Thomas fails to disclose or suggest the combined system including the 
inventory management system and the accounting management system. 
The combined system for outsourcing provided by the present invention is 
distinctly different from the system for providing business information 
disclosed by Thomas. 

In conclusion, Thomas fails to disclose, teach, or even suggest the 
present invention having the above-described features as set forth in claim 
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9. Accordingly, applicant respectfully submits that claim 9 is not only 
novel under U.S.C. §l02(b) over Thomas, but also unobvious under U.S.C. 
§103 over Thomas. Reconsideration and removal of the rejection and 
allowance of claim 9 are requested. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C 103 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thomas in view of Showghi et al. (U.S. Patent 6,920,431, hereinafter 

referred to as "Showghi"). 

In response to these rejections, applicant respectfully traverses and 
submits that the pending claims are unobvious and patentable under 35 
U.S.C. §1 03(a) over Thomas in view of Showghi. 
Claim 1 recites in part: 

'a supplier performance information analysis module for 
analyzing performance records each comprising historical 
records about the quality of goods delivered by various suppliers 
to determine suitable suppliers; 

an outsourcing transaction accounting entry maintenance module 
for creating and maintaining outsourcing transaction accounting 
entries each comprising a plurality of outsourcing accounts; and 
an outsourcing transaction variation information maintenance 
module for generating an outsourcing transaction variation 
record when an outsourcing transaction variation occurs, and 
for determining whether the outsourcing transaction is to be 
canceled according to the outsourcing transaction variation 
record*. 

Applicant submits mat neither Thomas nor Showghi, taken alone ot in 
combination, teaches or otherwise suggests the invention having the above- 
highlighted limitations, as set forth in claim 1 . 
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Thomas teaches that a report form including several fields is used for 
gathering information of a particular contractor in terms of performance 
scale, time completed, budget, and company managerial role scale (col. 8, 
lines 58-67), and further teaches that the report form has a statistical 
analysis of the fields of the particular contractor and a comparison to 
certain other contractors (col. 9, lines 1-5). However, Thomas fails to 
teach or suggest the feature of the supplier performance information 
analysis module for analyzing performance records each comprising 
historical records about the quality of goods (support is in paragraph 
[0016] on page 5 of the originally filed specification). It is generally 
known that a performance of a contractor is related to one or more criteria 
such as cost, time completed, quality of goods, and so on. Different 
criteria may lead to different performance results. The report form does 
not mark records or implicidy indicate the performance records that are 
related to historical records about the quality of goods, as a criterion. 

Thomas teaches that a report form including several fields is used for 
gathering information of a particular contractor in terms of performance 
scale, time completed, budget, and company managerial role scale (col. 8, 
lines 58-67), and further that the report form has a statistical analysis of the 
fields of the particular contractor and a comparison to certain other 
contractors (col 9, lines 1-5). It is apparent that the budget merely shows 
an option for determining whether a budget corresponding to a contractor 
accords with an outsourcing company, and the option must be selected by a 
person (see reference numbers 4160 and 5030). It is further apparent that 
the statistical analysis of the fields of the particular contractor must be 
based on a statistical principle, in order to convert different kinds of 
information into an analysis result. However, Thomas fails to teach or 
suggest the feature of the outsourcing transaction accounting entry 
maintenance module for creating and maintaining outsourcing transaction 
accounting entries each comprising a plurality of outsourcing accounts 
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that can be computed (see paragraph [0018] on page 6 of the ongmally 
filed specification). It is apparent that several of the plurality of the 
outsourcing accounts or all of the plurality of the outsourcing accounts can 
be computed into a goal account, as an objective result. 

Showghi teaches that an ordering system includes a means to cancel 
or refund orders that for some reason are not normal, and that an ordering 
system processes an acknowledgement to balance the reduced cost (col. 1 1 , 
lines 9-20). It is apparent that the ordering system provides a user an 
opportunity to cancel an order due to an outstanding circumstance that is 
never recorded, and the order may not be canceled due to a plurality of 
unstated circumstances that result in an outstanding circumstance when the 
unstated circumstances are not recorded. However, Showghi fails to teach 
or suggest the feature of the outsourcing transaction variation information 
maintenance module tor generating an outsourcing transaction variation 
record when an outsourcing transaction variation occurs, and for 
determining whether the outsourcing transaction is to be canceled 
according to the outsourcing transaction variation record (see paragraph 
[0024] on page 8 of the originally filed specification). That is, the ordering 
system disclosed by Showghi cannot generate any outsourcing transaction 
variation records for determining whether the outsourcing transaction is 
canceled (see FIG. 5 of the present application as originally filed). In the 
present application, it is readily apparent that the outsourcing transaction 
variation information maintenance module can generate the outsourcing 
transaction variation record in order to determine whether the outsourcing 
transaction is to be canceled, which is support by FIG. 5 of the present 
drawings and paragraph [0024] of the present specification as originally 
filed. In addition, Thomas does not disclose or suggest the highlighted- 
above features cither. 

In conclusion, Thomas in view of Showghi fails to teach or suggest 
the present invention having the above-described features as set forth in 
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claim 1. Therefore, applicant respectfully submits that claim 1 is 
unobvious and patentable under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Thomas in view of 
Showghi. Reconsideration and removal of the rejection and allowance of 
claim 1 are requested. 

Because claims 2-4 depend from independent claim 1, and 
respectively recite additional subject matter, claims 2-4 should also be 
allowable. 

Claim 5 recites in part: 

'(b) obtaining the performance record comprising historical 
records about the quality of goods delivered by the supplier and 
historical transaction records of trading with the supplier if the 
performance record for the supplier has been set up; . . . 

(e) creating outsourcing transaction accounting entries each 
comprising a plurality of outsourcing accounts and computing the 
outsourcing accounts thereof; 

(f) generating an outsourcing transaction variation record when 
any outsourcing transaction variation occurs; and 

(g) determining whether the outsourcing transaction is to be 
canceled according to the outsourcing transaction variation 
record'. 

For at least reasons similar and corresponding to those asserted above 
in relation to claim 1 , applicant submits that neither Thomas nor Showghi, 
taken alone or in combination, teaches or otherwise suggests the invention 
having the above-highlighted limitations as currently set forth in claim 5. 

Furthermore, Thomas does not disclose or suggest the features of 
generating an outsourcing transaction variation record when any 
outsourcing transaction variations occurs; and determining whether the 
outsourcing transaction is to be canceled according to the outsourcing 
transaction variation record (see paragraph [0024] on page 8 of the 
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originally filed specification). In addition, Sbowghi does not disclose or 
suggest the above-highlighted features either. It is submitted that the 
combination of Thomas and Showghl does not disclose or suggest the 
above-highlighted features either. 

Therefore, applicant respectfully submits that claim 5 is unobvious 
and patentable under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) over Thomas in view of Showgbi. 
Reconsideration and removal of the rejection and allowance of claim 5 are 
requested. 

Because claims 6-8 depend directly or indirectly from independent 
claim 5, and respectively recite additional subject matter, claims 6-8 should 
also be allowable. 

In view of the above remarks, the subject application is believed to be 
in a condition for allowance, and an action to such effect is earnestly 
solicited. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Juei-Mei Wang 
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